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Before: the Library’s 12th Floor, after sustaining damage from the tornado that hit campus in 2018. After: the
newly repaired and renovated space now open to students and other Library patrons.

Library Reopens 12th Floor
After Tornado Damage
By: Allison Boswell

HCL showcases newly
renovated study and lounge
space for students and other
Library patrons.

As many remember, both the city of
Jacksonville and Jacksonville State
University’s campus were struck by a
tornado during 2018, on the evening
of March 19. Thankfully, there was no
loss of life, but the city’s residents and
the JSU campus experienced tornado
damage that resulted in the total loss of
buildings, such as JSU’s Merrill Hall. The
Library was not entirely spared and did
not escape this EF-3 tornado unscathed.
The worst impact could be seen on the
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Library’s upper floors. Though the
Library is fortunate that it sustained
relatively little damage overall, there
was significant destruction to its roof,
observation deck, and the 12th Floor,
which had served as popular study
and lounge space for students. After
clean-up and repairs were completed
on these areas, new surfaces, tables,
and seating was acquired. The new
furniture features easily accessible
power sources to allow for convenient
charging of devices, and the space has
been arranged to facilitate student
study and comfort. The Library has now
reopened the floor, so please come by
and check out the renovations — as
with everything the Library does, they
were made with our users in mind.
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For more pictures of the newlyrenovated 12th Floor, see page 3

Library Fully Open
Again
By: Jodi Poe

The Library reopens to the public after
limiting to JSU-use only during the
pandemic.

On March 17, 2020, the Library, along with the entire
University, closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Library was one of the first academic buildings
to re-open and become operational after the statewide lockdown. Services were offered virtually
until the building re-opened to JSU faculty, staff,
and students only on May 18, 2020. On February 9,
2021, not quite a full year after the initial pandemic
closure, the Library re-opened its doors to everyone.
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All Library patrons are required
to wear masks while within the
building.

The members of our surrounding communities are now welcome to enter
the building and use our services and resources again. The Library is still
following the Centers for Disease Control and the JSU COVID-19 Taskforce
guidelines regarding masking and social distancing.
For those who are still uneasy about being in the building, the Library,
as always, maintains its virtual assistance and instruction options,
along with curbside delivery for print materials and iPads. To put in a
request for these services, simply complete the online request form at

Our faculty and staff cannot wait to see
everyone back in the building.
2

3

Elevator occupancy has been
upgraded from two users at a
time to four users at a time.

All Library patrons are asked to
maintain a distance of at least
six feet from others.

http://www.jsu.edu/library/forms/printmaterialsrequestform.html, and
those materials will be retrieved for you.
For those who prefer virtual assistance, the Library offers a live chat
reference service via a pop-up, “Need Help?” box that appears at the
bottom right of the library home page, http://www.jsu.edu/library/.
Though this chat service, Librarians can offer text responses, share virtual
links to information, or start a video conferencing session to assist you.
This service is offered during normal Library hours.
The Library is also back to offering extended hours during Finals! Starting
Tuesday, April 27th, and ending Monday, May 3rd, the Library will be
open most nights until 1am for your studying convenience. Check out the
detailed schedule at https://libguides.jsu.edu/hours.
According to Dean of Library Services John-Bauer Graham “We (the
Library) are excited to be operating as close to ‘normal’ as we can, and
our faculty and staff cannot wait to see everyone back in the building! We
are looking forward to continuing to provide you with our outstanding
library services, both traditional and new and improved. Additionally, we
invite everyone to join us in planning and preparing for what will be the
Houston Cole Library’s 50th birthday celebration next year.”
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New Library Circulation &
Reference Areas
By: Kim Westbrooks

The Library relocates patron
assistance and information points
to the Lobby, southeast corner.

When faculty, staff and students left the Houston
Cole Library for Christmas break on December 23,
2020, they knew that big changes were coming to
the Library Lobby. The wood and marble circulation
desk, constructed in 1972 and original to the
building, was dismantled and removed to make
space for the newly-created Division of Student
Success. The operations formerly housed in this
area were moved to the other side of the Lobby.
The original circulation desk was replaced by a
modern, white desk located in the southeast corner
of the Lobby. The Reference Desk, formerly located
on the 2nd Floor, was also relocated to the Lobby.
On January 4, 2021, the move to the new Lobby
workspace began. The undertaking was completed
by January 8, 2021. The relocated workspace
includes:
• 2 circulation staff workstations
• 1 workspace for reference interactions
• Interlibrary Loan and Course Reserves offices

Above: The new Library circulation desk and reference desk areas, now located in the southeast
corner of the Library Lobby.

12th Floor Renovations

Special thanks to Library assistants Toby Falk, Tere
King, Tiffany Onkst, Linda Reeves, and Zach Third, for
their hard work in making a smooth transition. Stop
by the new circulation and reference workspaces on
your next Library visit.

Various views of the newly renovated 12th Floor study and lounge space, and the view
from the repaired observation deck. See page 1 for full story.
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Above: International House students from the 1960s, shown inside Anders Hall Roundhouse.

Collaborative Digital Collections:
See What’s New
By: Allison Boswell

The Library is constantly adding new collections to JSU Digital Commons. The Library partners with
other campus units to help preserve and showcase their unique content. Two recent examples:

International House Programs Archive

The Shakespeare Project

The Jones International House Program began in 1946 with
four students from France and originally focused on language.
While emphasis is still placed on languages, today great
importance is placed on promoting global understanding and
peace between all nations and cultures. This Archive contains
video, images, and more of International House programs and
students. The Archive was begun with video from the United
Nations Day Tea, an annual program celebrating the cultures
of the students who live at International House. More content
is coming soon, from historical scrapbooks to photo albums.

The Shakespeare Project was established in 2017 to enhance
the understanding of performing arts and literature by
presenting free, professional productions of classic works,
including Shakespeare’s plays. The Library has partnered
with The Shakespeare Project to house and archive its
performances. So far, Digital Commons features performances
of Macbeth and Julius Caesar, along with study guides and
other materials intended to assist educators in teaching these
plays. There are more performances to come, so check back
soon.
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Spotlight on Digital
Collections
By: Allison Boswell

See the spotlights below to explore popular items in
JSU Digital Commons.

JSU Digital Commons houses the Library’s
digitized archival collections, and also
serves as an openly-accessible repository
for JSU faculty and student scholarship.
Through this resource, the Library can
help you showcase your scholarly output,
greatly increasing the reach of your work.
We can provide an online conference
presence, host open access journals,
and much more. Digital Commons gives

users permanent, open links to their work
and offers a variety of metrics. Users can
schedule monthly, customized emails
to see how many times their scholarship
has been downloaded and the geographic
distribution of their users, worldwide.
Scholarly articles, presentations, theses/
dissertations, artwork, lectures, journals,
posters, and creative writing are just a few
of the types of content in Digital Commons,

and the Library is actively seeking your
contributions. If you have questions or
need assistance, please contact Allison
Boswell (amboswell@jsu.edu, (256) 7828137). More information and instructional
videos are available at https://libguides.
jsu.edu/digital_collections/jsudc.

Spotlight: Archival
Photographs
The Library’s digitized historical image collection features nearly
50,000 images and counting, and sees significant downloads.
Two recent additions can be seen at left. Access was made
available to these images through partnership with AnnistonCalhoun County Public Library, which holds the original glass
negatives. The first is a group from Jacksonville State Normal
School in 1932, dressed for a play celebrating George Washington
Day. The second features Ruth Stephens, a basketball player on
JSNS’s 1924 women’s championship team.

Spotlight: Student
Scholarship

Functional
Investigations
of Proteins and

Digital Commons houses JSU graduate-level final projects
and papers: theses, dissertations, Doctor of Nursing Practice
projects, and more. One of our students’ newest thesis
contributions is “Functional Investigations of Proteins and
Enzymatic Toxins from Full-Length-Enriched cDNA of Timber
Rattlesnake (Crotalus Horridus)” by Joshua Osula. Osula
received his Master of Science in Biology this past Fall, and
users have been flocking to read his research on the Timber
Rattlesnake.

Users in 119 countries
have accessed DC
scholarship

52,237 downloads
from JSU’s collections

Enzymatic Toxins
from Full-LengthEnriched cDNA of
Timber Rattlesnake

by Joshua Osula

111 downloads
so far this year

Users from 632
unique institutions

Library Research and
Scholarship
By: Kimberly Stevens

Houston Cole Library faculty have had another busy semester of
research, presentations, publications, creative work, and honors.

Recent
Scholarship
Karlie Johnson,
Assistant Professor

Faculty Research Award Winners
The JSU Faculty Research Awards are awarded annually by the University’s Faculty
Research Committee. Presentation of the awards is made at the Faculty Awards
ceremony. In order to receive this award, the faculty member must have published
within discipline in the last year in areas of scholarship such as books, book chapters,
articles, or conference presentations.

Spg 2021

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Johnson, K. L., & Westbrooks, K. (2021).
Quelling the boredom with alternative
instruction: Augmented reality, escape
kits, and scavenger hunts. International
Journal on Social and Education Sciences
(IJonSES), 3(1), 180-196.
Spg 2021

Conference
Presentation

Johnson, K.L., & Kaibara, H. (2021, April 1316). Leaving the past behind: Ascending
into an open future of librarian-faculty
partnership through methodology course
creation [Conference session]. ACRL 2021
Virtual Conference, Seattle, WA, United
States.

Kimberly Westbrooks,
Assistant Professor

Spg 2021

LIBRARY FACULTY WINNERS
L to R: John-Bauer Graham, Dean of Library
Services; Bethany Latham, Digital Assets
& Special Collections Librarian; Jodi Poe,
Head of Technical Services; Kimberly
Stevens, Senior Catalog Librarian; Yingqi
Tang, Distance Education Librarian; John
Upchurch, Head of Public Services; and
Kimberly Westbrooks, Subject Specialist.

Peer-reviewed
Publication

Johnson, K. L., & Westbrooks, K. (2021).
Quelling the boredom with alternative
instruction: Augmented reality, escape
kits, and scavenger hunts. International
Journal on Social and Education Sciences
(IJonSES), 3(1), 180-196.
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Laptops and Webcams Now
Offered for Check-out
By: Jodi Poe
The Library has received 24 laptops from the University’s IT Department and 35 webcams
from Online@JSU. These materials are now available for check-out through the George
E. Whitesel Multimedia Lab located on the 6th Floor of the Library.

Who can use the laptops?
The laptops are only available to JSU
students. Students must show a valid
University picture ID to check-out a laptop.
No other forms of ID will be accepted.

Who can use the webcams?
The webcams are available to all University
users (faculty, staff, and students) with a
valid University picture ID.

What are the check-out periods
for these items?
Students may check the laptops out
for three days; these items cannot be
renewed. Webcams can be checked out
for two weeks. If there is no waiting list,
webcams may be checked out again.

What should I know about
using a Library laptop?
Individuals must save any work to an
external drive, rather than to the laptop’s
hard drive. Upon return, the laptops will

be restored to factory settings, so all data,
documents, images, bookmarks, and
browser cache/history will be deleted.
Users are responsible for maintaining
their own data and external storage
devices.

Do I have to be on campus to
have access to these devices?
Users must visit the Library to check out
laptops from the Multimedia Lab located
on the 6th Floor. Webcams, however,
can be mailed to University users who
live outside of Calhoun County. Those
individuals are responsible for all costs
involved in returning the device.

What happens if I damage a
laptop or don’t return it?
Late fees for laptops are $20.00 per day,
with the maximum late fine being $500.00.
Any laptop that is 24 hours overdue will be
declared lost, and a replacement charge of
$2,000.00 (plus applicable fines and fees)

Does the Library offer
other multimedia items
for check out and use?
Absolutely. Visit the 6th
Floor Multimedia Lab to
see all we offer.

will be billed to the patron. If the laptop is
returned in good condition, the $2,000.00
replacement charge can be forgiven, but
late fees will not be forgiven.
Students are responsible for any and
all damage to a laptop checked out
under their name, and may be charged a
damage fee of up to $2,000.00, depending
on the cost of repair or replacement. If a
laptop is lost or stolen while checked out,
the student will be responsible for the full
replacement cost ($2,000.00).

Where can I find more
information about these
devices?
You can find more details about the
laptops at https://libguides.jsu.edu/
userservices/circulatinglaptops.
To
see more information about webcams,
please visit https://libguides.jsu.edu/
userservices/circulatingwebcams.
You
can also always ask us questions about
any of the services we offer in person at
the Reference Desk located in the Lobby,
or virtually through our online chat.
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Become a Member of the
Friends of the Library
Above: Dr.
Houston Cole
and Dr. Alta

Support your Library, and enjoy the benefits
of Friends of the Library membership.

Millican, Dean
of the Library,
with an artist’s
rendering of the
building.

Houston Cole Library
JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
700 Pelham Rd N
Jacksonville, AL 36265-1602
(256) 782-5758

While Library resources have
been a fundamental building
block of education at Jax State
since its inception, the campus
didn’t have a designated Library
building until 1939, when the
Ramona Wood Library was
constructed. The Library quickly
outgrew its home on the quad,
and by 1972, construction was
complete on a new, 13-story
Library building intended to
serve as the heart and hub of the
campus. The structure, which is
the tallest academic building in
Alabama, was named after JSU
President Emeritus Dr. Houston
Cole. Dr. Cole was a committed
scholar who believed in the
pursuit of knowledge as the overarching ideal for an institution
of higher learning. He valued

the Library as the centerpiece of
that ideal. Through its multitude
of resources and expert faculty
dedicated to helping patrons
meet information needs, the
Library supports every aspect
of JSU’s curriculum, as well as
offering services to the local
community. The Friends of
the Library plays an integral
role in promoting the Library
and helping enhance Library
resources in a time of reduced
budgets. Friends membership
brings with it check-out and
other privileges. The Library
greatly values your support, and
we’d love to welcome you to the
Friends. Visit the Circulation Desk
or
http://www.jsu.edu/library/
pdfs/friends/friendsmembership.
pdf and become a member today.

